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Unirep Foreign Missionary Society. 

The Eighth Anniversary of this Society, was 
celebrated in New-York city on Wednesday eve- 
ning, Lith ult. atthe City Hotel. Gen. SrepHeN 
Van Renssecare, the President, presided. ‘The 
Annual Report was read by Z. Lewis, Esq. the 
Society’s principal Secretary. 

After a few introductory observations, the unu- 
shal mortality among the early friends and pat- 
rons of the Society, during the past year is thus 
noticed : 

“ The venerable Professor Livinestron, one of 
your Vice Presidents; the Rev. Dr. Romeyn, 
one of the founders of your Institution; the Rev. 
Mr. Wuewrtry, and Mr. Vroon, valued and 
efficient members of our Board; Mr. Beruaune, 
your first Treasurer: the Rev. Dr. Cuapman, 
your earliest Missionary, and Mrs. Corsy, of the 
Great Osage Mission, have all in one short vear, 
finished “their work of faith and their labour of 
love.” 

The report then proceeds to a brief history of 
the missions of the Society during the past year. 
Union Mission. 


On the 20th of April, Col. Arbuckle, with a body 
of soldiers, arrived in the Osage country, in obedi- 
ence to orders from the United States government, 
and established a fort on the banks of Grand Riv- 
er, within eighteen or twenty miles of Union.— 
This event greatly encouraged and rejoiced the 
Wissionarics. 

The Agricultural Settlement at Hopefield, which 
was commenced in Dec, 1823, by a number of the 
Osages, who were desirous of abandoning the 
chase and resorting to the cultivation of the soil 
for subsistence, is in a very flourishing state.—The 
nuimber of Indian families had increased in June 
last to eleven, and more than thirty acres of ground 
were then cleared, fenced and planted. 

Form of Government adopted—The Osages 
have recently adopted a national council to legis 
late for the tribe, and a national guard to enforce 
obedience to their decisions. The council is com- 
posed of thirteen chiefs, and the guard of forty 
warriors. The missionaries consider this “ as the 
first step towards the adoption of civil government 
in a nation hitherto lawless in the extreme.” 

The School.—The number of Indian children 
in the school, has varied during the past year from 
14 to 22. 


Great Osage Mission. 
The School.—Twenty Indian scholars have been 
added during the past year, and the whole number 
is now 36. The quantity of corn and wheat, rais- 





ed, on the farm at this station the last season, was 
amply sufficient for the full supply of the mission. 

‘Veosho Station.—The missionaries have judg- 
ed it expedient to establish a branch of their mis- 
sion on the Neosho River, in the immediate vicin- 
ity of the present Indian village. The Rev. Dre. 
Pixley removed thither with bis family in Sep- 
tember last. ‘The new station presents great fa- 
cilities for acquiring a knowledge of the language 
and communicating religious instruction. 

Osage Language.--The two junior missiona- 
ries at Harmony, have made considerable progress 
in the acquisition of the Osage language. By 
persevering and laborious study, they are enabled 
to converse on ordinary subjects, and to translate 
and read their prayers and discourses. 

Delaware Indians.—A few years since a small 
party of Delaware Indians emigrated from the 


state of New-York, and settled in the vicinity of 


the Osages. Mr. Dodge, the superintendant of 
the Great Osage mission, has made several! inte- 
resting visits to them during the past year.—He 
found that two or three of the women were form- 
erly nembers of a Christian Church, and that 
since their removal to that distant wilderness, they 
have statedly met together every Sabbath for the 
purpose of reading the Scriptures and mingling 
their hearts in social worship. 


Tuscarora Mission. 

There has been no regular inissionary on this 
station since the resignation of Mr. Crane more 
than a vear ago. Mr. Smith, of Lewistown, has 
been continued as a temporary supply, and his 
services, there is reason to believe, have been use- 
ful. A school is about to be re-organized at this 
station. 

Seneca Mission. 

At the recent session of the Legislature, a law 
was enacted allowing the missionaries and teach- 
ers, with the consent of the judges of the County 
Court, to reside on the reservation.—Since the 
passage of this law, a joint Council of the Chris- 
tian and Pagan Indians has been held, in ‘which 
it was agreed that each party might select its own 
teachers, and it is expected that the school will be 
re-opened early in June. 

Cataraugus Mission. 

The number of children in the school has in- 
creased from 45 to 70, and their conduct and pro- 
ficiency have been highly satisfactory to their in- 
structors. The congregation of adults, on the 
Sabbath, has so miich increased in number that the 
chiefs have recently resolved to erect a church. 
In obedience to the solicitation of the chiefs, a mis- 
sionary has been appointed to reside at this station 
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or three months, on trial. The Pagan party a- 
mong these Indians, have of late, relaxed in their 
opposition to the missionary establishment, and 
have even promised to send their children to the 
school. 

Machinaw Mission. 

One male and two female assistants have been 
added to this mission during the past year.—Near- 
ly 50 Indian children have been received as mem- 
bers of the family ; and the whole number in the 
ahool, including whites, and balf-breeds, accord- 
ing to the latest information, was 102. 


Haytian Mission. 


The Rev. William G. Pennington, who was li 
censed to preach by the Jersey Presbytery in 1625, 
and the Rev. Benjamin F. Hughes, a minister reg- 
ularly ordained by the Philadelphia Presbytery, 
and who had sustained for some time the pastoral 
charge of a colored congregation in Philadelphia, 
were appointed by the Board to accompany the 
colored emigrants from this country to Hayti. 
They met with a very friendly reception from the 
officers of the government and the people. At 
the date of the latest letters, Mr. Hughes had 
preached repeatedly in Port-au-Prince, and was 
preparing for a tour of missionary labour among 
the emigrants. 


Projected Missions. 


It is in contemplation to send a missionary to 
the American colony on the Western coast of Af- 
rica; to locate a missionary establishment upon 
the Maume ; and send missionaries to the Allegha- 
ny Reservation in this state. 

Inquiries have also been made in behalf of a 
number of theological students at Princeton, Au- 
burn, and New Haven, who are desirous to en- 

age in missions to Armenia and Arabia in the 
Fast, and to Mexico, some part of South Ameri- 
ca, and the mouth of Columbia River onthis West- 
ern Continent. 


Education of Heathen Youths. 


At the date of the last report there were 2 In- 
dian youths supported by the Society, at the For- 
eigu Mission School in Cornwall, Conn. one be- 
longing to the Tuscarora, and the other to the 
Seneca tribe. During the year, 4 had been ad- 
ded to the list, viz: 2 Chippewas, and 2 Osages of 
the Arkansas. Both the latter are relatives of 
Tally, the second Osage chief, and were commit- 
ted by him to the patronage of the Society. Tal- 
ly has recently expressed a desire to put his own 
son under the care of the Board; and in accord- 
ance with the earnest request of Mr. Vaill, who 
believes that the measure would probably pro- 
mote the reformation of the tribe beyond any oth- 
er means, the Board have authorised the mission- 
aries to send him forward, and also a son of Clisry- 
more, the principal chief. The Board have also 
authorised the Superintendent of the Great Osage 
mission to send on three youths of different tribes 
—an Osage, a Delaware, and an Omawhaw. 
“The two latter, (says Mr. Dodge,) speak several 
Indian tongues, besides some French and English. 
They all possess good talents, and should they be 
suitably educated and become missionaries, or ev- 
en interpreters, it would afford facilities for preach- 
ing to a number of Indian tribes.” 


Auxiliary Societies. 


United Foreign Missionary Society. 
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ties were recognized in the former reports. Te 
this number fifty-six have been added during the 
past year, making the present number two hun- 
dred and forty-five. 

A family of sisters in this city, have set apart 
halfan hour a day to the use of their needles in 
behalf of the Missionary cause. By the avails of 
a few weeks, they have paid twenty-four dollars 
into the treasury, for the support of an Indian child 
for two years at one of the missionary schools. A 
small Fragment Society, consisting of six or eight 
young ladies of this city, have also contributed by 
their needies forty-eight dollars, for the support of 
another child for four years. 


Receipts and Expenditures. 


From the Treasurer’s report, it appears that the 
receipts of the Society, during the past year have 
been $20,975 45, and the expenditure, including 
a balance of $7,953 19, due the treasurer at the 
date of the last report, $21,233 07, leaving a bal- 
ance still due the treasurer of $257 62. 

After the report had been concluded and a col- 
lection of $258 taken up, a Son of the Forest was 
introduced by Mr. Lewis, who stated that he was 
the celebrated Captain Pollard, of the Seneca 
tribe, who had become a convert to Christianity. 
He addressed the meeting in his native tongue, 
and a young man from the missionary station act- 
ed as interpreter. 


Captain Pollard’s Address. 


Brothers—I beg your attention to a small talk 
in behalf of myself and my nation. 

A few years ago, brothers, we received a kind 
request from the good Society in New-York, to 
permit your missionaries to reside with us. We 
now return thanks to that Society and to you. [| 
ain thankful that I have been preserved on my 
journey, and that Iam now in good health. I feel, 
brothers, that it was the immediate hand of God, 
that prospered me on my journey, and I feel thank- 
ful to see you, for you have done much good for 
my nation. 

Brothers—I would recall your minds, for a few 
moments, to the situation of our forefathers, when 
their only support was procured by the bow and 
arrow. Then, this land was theirs—it was the 
property of our fathers. 

At that time, brothers, they knew nothing of the 
Lord Jesus, who died on the cross; they worship- 
ped the sun, moon, and stars. Since God sent us 
his ministers, we have come to the light, and we 
thank you most heartily for what you have done 
for us. 

Brothers—Y ou know that once the land you now 
enjoy was ours. You have driven us back; and 
unless you now interpose your aid, we shali be 
driven still farther back. 

Brothers—I promised you my taik should be 
short. It shail be so—but listen a little longer. 
Brothers—you know our situation at home. 
Our councils are divided ; some are still worship- 
ping their unknown gods. You have assisted us 
—and, in behalf of my nation, I implore a contin- 
uance of your kindness. 

Brothers—This is all I have to say in behalf of 
my nation. For myself, I beg your prayers. 2 
was once in darkness, but I now hope that dark- 
ness has fled away. 

Brothers—Although I believe God has wrought 
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perfection. 1 sin every day—I crucify the Lord 
afresh. I therefore beg your prayers. 


Mr. Crane, wiio was for many years a mission- 
ary among the Tuscarora tribe, made a few clus- 
ing remarks, and in alluding to Capt. Pollard, who 
had just sat down, observed, that he had long 
known him, that he had seen him in the council 
with Red-Jacket—that he saw him when convic- 
tion first rested on his mind—that he saw him 
when he first experienced a change of heart; that 
he had often seen him since, and he had no doubt 
of the genuineness of his profession.— Spectator. 


_— =“ 


Unitep Domestic Missionary Sociery. 


From the third report of this Society, it appears 
that in the first year of its existence, 97 mission:- 
ries were employed under its patronage ;—second 
year 78 ;—and that 121 have been employed the 
past year. We rejoice to find that the deficiency 
of funds which was announced by the Secretary 
m October last, and which prevented many appli- 
cations for wid, has been promptly relieved by the 
effurts of its friends. The receipts during the 
past year amounted to $11,262. In several in- 
stances, the labeurs of the Society’s missionaries 
have been blessed to the salvation of many souls. 
J{, says the report, there was nothing more to 
mention this year, than the revivals in Galen, 
Lockport, Orleans, and Lowville, this anniversary 
would not be in vain, for our record is in heaven. 

The need of Ministers, spirited, able, enlighten- 
ed, is greater than most will believe, who have 
taken only a cursory view of the wants of our 
country. From intimate knowledge, we can 
hame Counties and towns on every hand whieh 
open stations of vast importance. Along the line 
of the Canal new towns ate rising, on our lakes 
new ports are opening, on the banks of our rivers 
bew edifices of worship are raised, the steeples of 
which should show to the traveller the signals of 
want, not of supply. In some of our old counties 
half the population is without the Gospel; the 
whole line of division between the states of New 
York and Pennsylvania is one vast was:e—tlie 
state of Vermont even, is scarcely mere than one 
half supplied. Indeed we have but to run through 
the old states on the sea board, from this city to 
St. Mary’s, to say the same of them all. Ohio 
ought to have a hundred ministers to settle at 
once. Michigan is opening a field for domestic 
missions, fertile as its own fallow ground.  Luidi- 
ana, Iljinois, Missouri, Louisiana, with the states 
which are clustering fast upon our Union, by 
which a mass of human beings age to be consoli- 
dated from the Mississippito the Pacific into one 
scene of life and duty and responsibility—all call 
loudly for the authentic embassage of peace trom 
the lips of the well-instructed and duly authorized 
herald of the Cross. Upon that scene of life 
which the patriot Prophet dwells on, the Gospel 
must triumph, the Christian Prophet expatiate, 
the Son of God rule, else all that we hold dear for 
this world, and all that we hope for in the next, 
are endangered. The political destiny of our 
native and loved land are soon to be gathered up 
from the whole surface of this northern continent: 
the old states are to be weighed in the balance 
with their vigorous offspring—the elements of do- 
minion are to rise from universal suffrage from 
this vast teritory, and if we do not now endeav- 
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our to impregnate the seeds of empire with di- 
vine life—if we do not circulate the Gospel in the 
families which are to expand into this geveral 
empire, out of a cloud no larger than our hand 
may come a mist, thick enough to obscure the sun, 
and a tempest fierce enough to shatter and sub- 
merge the precious institutions of our Republic. 

The Church has an interest in these republican 
institutions dearer than infidels have confessed. 
If the Gospel had not been here when they were 
set up, they could not have existed, nor will they 
continue to exist if the Gospel do not propagate 
itself where the precious right of self government 
is to be confided to a people. At our present ra- 
lio of increase, we are to be in 1850, 22,000,000 
of people; and in 1875, 44,000.000. Let any 
man ask himself where the 44,000 ministers of 
the Gospel are to come from, who are to supply 
this teeming population. 

The wants of the new states have affected the 
committee so deeply, that two thousand dollars 
have been appropriated to aid the people to ob- 
tain the Gospel. Several young men of promise 
and «devoted piety, are nearly prepared to go out 
and labour in those regions. 


JEWS IN POLAND. 


Letter frum Professor Tuoxivex of Berlin to the 
London Jews’ Soctety. 
- Our Missionary, Mr. Handes, has returned 
from his late journey ; and his verbal report of the 
success of his labours, far exceeds our expectation, 
and calls for our devoutest gratitude. Consider 
only the following facts, and tell me if they are 
not most encouraging; nay, I would almost say, 
unexampled. At R-————, our missiqnary found 
access to the hearts of the Jews; not.as if he had 
come to Jews, the enemies of the Lord Jesus, but 
as if he had come to brethsen in Christ. The 
head of the synagogue took such a liking to him, 
that he called him his dear pastor, and allowed 
him every day to deliver addresses to the Jews in 
his house. During these addresses, the Jews 
sometimes shed tears, pressed the hands of the 
missionary, and requested his prayers for them. 
The missionary’s coat had but a shabby appear- 
ance. The chief of the synagogue, therefore re- 
quested as a favour, that he would allow a coat 
to be made for him at his expense; and when it 
was made, ke offered it to the missionary with ev- 
ident delight, and said: “Take it; and if you 
cannot pay me in this life, you may put it off till 
olam habbo, (the world to come.) We love you 
so much, that we gladly make you a present of it.”’ 
At L , some Jews called upon Mr. Handes and 
earnestly entreated him to prolong his stay with 
them, adding, that they would, at their own ex- 
pense, hire a room which would contain two hun- 
dred persons, where he might preach to them, 
Unfortunately he was in so much haste, that he 
could not accept their gratifying offer; yet he 
managed to address them in small parties. At 
G he held a meeting, professedly of Chris- 
tians, in a large room, which was attended by all 
the Jews in the place without exception. Whea 
Mr. Handes was apprized of this, he especially 
addressed himself to them. He had just been 
speaking of the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
which mere nominal Christians had not been able 
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The whole assembly was greatly moved. He 
closed with a prayer for the conversion of all who 
were present, especially of the Israelites. When 
he had ended, an old Jew, cordially embracing 
him, exclaimed, “ Yea, we will love one another 
as brethren; I see that you love us. May God 
bless your words to us all, and especially to me.” 
This old Jew then confessed himself to be convin- 
ced of the truth of the Christian religion. When 
some days afterward, another Jew reviled and 
abused ihe preaching of the Gospel, this old Isra- 
elite openly professed his faith, saying, “ Do not 
abuse Christ, you cannot alter it; he has surely 
died’ for my sins, and. for thine.” What a re- 
markable confession from the lips of one who had 
but lately been an enemy to the cross of Christ. 

One other important fact Ll must mention. The 
effects of the work of the Spirit of God are most 
strikingly exhibited among the Jews at K————. 
Mr. Handes on his first visit there, met with a 
most cordial reception. Since his departure, re- 
peated applications have been made for his return. 
And when on his way home,he for some weeks stop- 
ped at Posen, a Catholick Christian was commis- 
sioned by the Jewish congregation at K., most ear- 
nestly to request him to come to them, because sev- 
eral families had now resolved to make profession of 
Christianity ; and apartments had been prepared, 
where he might reside during his visit.” Surely 
this is the work of the Lord. And when such 
fruits appear, we should feel ashamed not to en- 
gage all our faculties in the formation of a work 
so happily begun. Mr. Handes could not comply 
with the wishes of these dear Israelites, as he was 
compelled to hasten to Berlin. But he intends, 
next spring, to make his first visit to K ———, 
that he may continue in the work so evidently 
blessed by the Lord. 

I wish I could fully express the encouragement 
which these blessed effects of our missionary ef- 
forts have given to us. In some of our members 
an unusual degree of zeal has been kindled, and 
our committee meetings are distinguished by fecl- 
ings of deep interest. Buc the influence of our 
missionary is exerted most beneficially in private 
societies ; and you will be gratified by hearing 
that last Thursday evening, thirty-one young di- 
vines, who had met in my house, were excited by 
the narratives of Mr. Handes to take a most ear- 
nest interest in the salvation of Israel. This is 
very important in Germany, where still so much 
coldness prevails. The poisit to be desired is this, 
that all Christian Ministers should be filled with 
an ardent wish to promote the conversion of the 
Jews who live in their parishes. 

=a 
State of religion within the bounds of the Presbyle- 
rian Church. 





From the Narrative of the State of Religion reported 
to the General Assembly at their late session iv Philadel- 
phia we make the following summary. 


Asa people, we have been blessed with a singu- 
lar exemption from pestilence and famine ; and 
the voice of war has not been heard in our bord- 
ers. 

In the more immediate concerns of the king 
dom of Christ, the people of God among us, seem 
to have received increasing lessous of instruction 
lately, on the importance of union to any exten- 


sive, and very useful effurts for the convetsion of! 
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the world. They have learned that consolidation 
is the strength even of weakness itself; and while 
they righteously refuse to “say a confederacy to 
every one that saith a confederacy,” they have, 
at the same time, combined their numbers and la- 
bors, in adding new and National Institutions to 
those which they had upon the same principle, al- 
ready erected. 

The American Bible Society, we regard under 
God, “as the glory and defence of our land.” 
We share in its blessings, and in our measure in 
its support. As will be seen from the report of its 
operations for the last year, its sphere of influence 
has been constantly enlarging. 

The nature of the service in which it is employ- 
ed, and the multiplied testimonies which are from 
day to day afforded of its vast benefit to our coun- 
try and our continent, bespeak a presence in it, 
which no created power can safely resist. 

To oppose this institution is to fightagainst God, 
and yet we have seen infidels and balf reformed 
Protestants, uniting with the Papal Hierarchy, in 
opposing the circulation of the word of life. as 
though the volume which Jehovah has adapted to 
the constitution of man, and sent down from a- 
bove for his use, and made efficient in his redemp- 
tion, and commanded to be given unto him, could 
not with safety be committed to his hands. 

The United Foreign Missionary Society is ex- 
tending its influence among our savage tribes in 
the west, and from year to year as its resources 
enlarge, and its plain of operation improves, con- 
firming the high hopes of the church concerning 
it. 

We desire to see the cause of domestic and for- 
eign missions, as being one cause advancing in sa- 
cred sisterhood ; and while we rejoice in the grad- 
ual developement of the influence of the above 
named institution, we would mention with grati- 
tude to God, the early maturity and infant great- 
ness of the United Domestic Missionary Society. 
It has sprung into life with such sudden and won- 
dertul power, with such peculiar adaptedness to 
its important field of enterprise, and has so suc- 
cessfully, upon a plan unpracticed in the churches 
before, reared up the multitude of feeble congre- 
gations, now by its generous bounty supplied with 
the bread of life, that it resembles the granary of 


Joseph, to the famishing population of the land of 


Egypt. 

The American Sunday School Union, rising up 
in the bosom of the Christian Church in our land, 
is also a blessed institution. In this simple and 
noiseless service, the best spirit and powers of the 
church, are brought into the most delightful exer- 
cise. Gratuitous instruction, by the first classes 
of society, of the poor and ignorant—a_ beginning 
of gospel impressions, and bible knowledge, with 
the beginning of life—a breaking away of the con- 
necting curse which binds ungodly parents and 
children together—its happy tendency to melio- 
rate the condition of the slaves, and free people of 
colour in our country—the direct influence which 
it exerts upon the salvation of souls, discover an 
extraordinary value in this institution and should 
recommend it to every church and people in the 
nation. 

The American Sociely for meliorating the con- 
dition of the Jews, is still in active operation—It 
ascends to the first and most powerful elewnents of 
success, in the great work of converting the world 
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—when it attempts the restoration of the lost tribes 
of Israel. They are a peculiar people in peculiar 
circumstances—and call for peculiar methods of 
doing them service. Among the methods devis- 
ed for their recovery, some one must soon and 
mightily triumph. God speed that day !— 

The American Colonization Society is deserv- 
edly exciting increasing interest, and assuming 
additional importance from year to year. Their 
colony on the coast of Atrica, has been prosperous 
beyond what is usual with infant establishments 
of that kind, amd has lately been blessed with a 
cheering revival of religion. While this Society 
must become a most important agent in giving 
the gospel to Africa, it promises to exert a benig- 
nant influence, not only on the condition of the 
free people of colour in this country, but perhaps 
upon slavery itself; that most dreadful of national 
calamities. 

The cause of Seamen excites, every day, in- 
creasing interest in the pablic mind. ‘The Bethel 
Flag, asa “* banner of love,” floats in every impor- 
tant seaport, on our Atlantic coast; and pious sail- 
ois go forth from these outlets of our country into 
all the world, as the specimens of our Christianity 
at home, and as pledges to the heathen nations of 
what the Gospel yet will do for their redemption. 

The Board of Missions, which is the organ of 
this body to the Cestitute regions of our church and 
country, has been doing much the last year for 
our Frontier Territory and Western Settlements. 
I: has employed 52 Missionaries in different States. 
Iu New-York eight ; in New-Jersey one ; in Peun- 
stlvania fourteen ; on the Peninsula two ; in Vir- 
ginia one; in Ohio five ; in Kentucky one ; in In- 
diana four; in Illinois three ; in Michigan Terri- 
tory one; in Missouri four; in Mississippi and 
Louisiana one; in Alabama three ; in West Flori- 
da one; in East Floiida one; in South Carolina 
one ; in North Carolina one. 

The all important cause of Education appears 
from the Report of the Presbyteries to have re- 
ceived during the last year a greater amount of 
systematic and successful attention, than at any 
previous stage of our Churet.’s history. In addi- 
tion to the institutions already established, colle- 
ges have been planted in the South and West, and 
are beginning to impart blessings of a liberal and 
christian education, to the crowds of youth com- 
mitted to their care. 

And witha more special reference to the serv. 
ice of the Church, female cent societies, most of 
the Presbvteries, and especially our Board of Ed 
ucation hare been engaged with efficiency intrain- 
ing pious and intelligent young men for the Gos- 
pel Ministry. Greater energies, however, are still 
to be empioyed in this important work. It is yet 
but just begun. The whole broad frontier of our 
church, from Lake Michigan to the extreme South 
West of Louisiana, is yet to be supplied with Gos- 
pel Laborers. , The loud and melting cry for 
“help” has reached us from a thousand desolate 
places in the land. It is time that Christians 
should awake at the call of their perishing fellow 
men, to new ardeur of zeal and energy of etfourt, 
in this benevolent aud urgent enterprise. 

The Theological Seminary at Princeton, NV. J. 
which is the child and common property of the 
Presbyterian Church io the United States, con- 
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friends and patrons. By the distinguished libe- 
rality of several important sections of the church, 
the foundations of its professorships begin to as- 
sume a stability, which puts the permanent exist- 
ence of the institution beyond the reach of danger. 
The praises of its worthy and valued professors, 
are in all the churches. It is entitled to the un- 
qualified approbation, patronage and prayers, of 
all our people. 

The Theological Seminaries in New-York and 
Virginia are expanding into important institu- 
tions in their respective regions of country. By 
the liberality of the citizens of New York, the 
Seminary at Auburn has received a most impor- 
tant addition to its funds, within a few months ; 
and its number of students has increased to forty. 

The statistical table prepared for the churches, 
enrols 13 synods—82 presbyteries—1021 minis- 
ters—173 licentiates—193 candidates—693 va- 
cant congregations—946 congregations supplied 
—1639 congregations—8666 communicants ad- 
ded last year, and by 761 congregations which 
have reported—103,531 communicants reported 
from 932 congregations. 

Barrisms.—1709 adults in 439 congregations 
—9730 infants in 818 congregations. 

After this brief sketch of God’s mercies towards 
us, we turn with pain, toa survey of the evils 
which are brought to view in the history of the 
last year. We would first noticathe fearful ex- 
tent and unanswered calls of our vacant territory 
in the south and west. “A famine, not of bread, 
ner of water, but of the words of life,” presses 
them down to eternal death, ° 

As specimens of this wide and melancholy 
waste, the population of Missouri and Hlinois 
amounts to 160,000, and covers a region of coun- 
try 500 miles square. We have within those 
limits already 18 churches, and yet only seven 
ordained ministers and one licentiate. In Missis- 
sippi and Louisiana are 230,000 inhabitants, scat- 
tered over 80,000 square miles. The great body 
of these belong to no church, and enjoy no minis- 
trations of the gospel from any christian denomin- 
ution; 2nd in all this vast territory, we have only 
eleven ministers of the gospel established. 





FROM THE RECORDER AND TELEGRAPH. 


AN APPEAL TO CHRISTIANS. 

Messrs Epitrors,—lI have never been inat- 
tentive to the wants and prospects of our Ameri- 
can Zion. I bave perused Reports of Domestic 
Missionary Societies, accounts froin different parts 
of our country of its increasing wants, and various 
articles in our religious papers on the ciaims of 
destitute settlements. In some of your late num- 
bers I have read with no ordinary interest, several 
communications on this subject; and am glad to 
observe a growing dispesition to examine the 
ciaims of Domestic Missions to a more extensive 
and efficient patronage. 

After all, however, I am but very imperfectly 
acquainted with the spiritual wants of our country. 
I am aware that I have not been able to survey 
our destitute settlementsin all their extent, and all 
their sad and pathetic circumstances. I have 
found nothing which presented at once all the ac- 
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enable me to spread our whole territory before 
me like a map, and at a single glance compre- 
hend all its wants, and feel the full force of the 
thousand Macedonian appeals which come from 
every quarter. 

Nor am I sufficiently familiar with the sad and 
touching circumstances of these settlements. | 
have pever visited them. I have never seen their 
unprivileged population violating the Sabbath: J 


have never heard them blaspheming the name of 


Jehovah; nor have I seen vice and irreligion 
Staiking, in broad day-light through their streets, 
and sweeping the young down the current of open 
and unblushing immorality. IThave not seen the 
pious mother weep in secret, and pour her pray- 
ers over her children growing up amid the conta- 
gion of demoralizing example, without Sabbatis, 
and with few of those institutions which among us 
protect the virtue, and promote the mental and 
moral culture of the rising generation. 

But may we cherish the hope, that the public 
at large are more thoroughly acquainted with this 
subject? Have they had access to better means 
of information, or used them with a deeper inter- 
est? Have they read, and thought, and inquired, 
until they have been able to extend their views far 
beyond the reports of our Societies, the accounts 
of our Domestic Missionaries, the statements and 
reasoning of essays in our religious journals ?— 
Can they tell us how many churches are anxious- 
ly waiting for pastors—how many Christians in 
our destitute settlements are sending importunate 
requests for help—how wide and barren and 
cheerless is the moral desert which extends fron 
one end of our country to the other? Can they 
tell us how much faster our population is increas- 
ing, than the number of competent ministers >— 
Do thev know how far the tide of emigration has 
got ahead of the institutions of religion and learn. 
ing? Can they give us the geography of our des- 
olated Zion? Can they tell us where there isa 
supply of ministers, and where there is a loud and 
urgent demand for them? Have they estimated 
the amount of effort requisite to give our religious 
institutions to the destitute population of our nor. 
thern, southern and western settlements? Have 
they reflected upon the train of evils which attend 
the want of religious privileges? Fathers of 
New-England, have you listened to the appeals 
of your distant and unprivileged sons and daugh- 
ters? Did you ever think of the anxious look, and 
tearful eye, which they cast back to the home and 
the sanctuary of their youth? Do you often im- 
agine how they must feel, when the Sabbath 
comes, and no Sabbath privileges come along 
with it; when a dense and busy population are 
gathering around them, and no church-bell calls 
them to the worship of God, and no village school 
collects for instruction the young hopes of the 
next generation? Did you ever see the mother 
turn her eye in despair on the childien of her love, 
and then go to her closet to soothe her heart by 
prayers and tears, and then send another appeal 
from her afflicted bosom to the land of her fathers ? 

We ask then, do you know the religious wants 
of our country in all their extent, and all their af.- 
fecting circumstances? If not, why, we ask again, 
why so little said and thought, and done on the 
subject? Why are not our papers crowded from 
week to week with facts and arguments, and ap- 
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peals that shall awaken the dormant sympathies 
of the Christian community ? This is the way, and 
the only way, in which the public can be roused 
from their slumbers, and be made to feel and to 
act. They must know the wants of our country 
before they can feel for them; and they must fee! 
before they will put forth any efforts to supply 
those wants. I do hope, Messrs. Editors, that 
an appeal will be imade—an appeal loud and stir- 
ring enough to awaken the whole conmmunity ; 
that the desolation of our country may be spread 
out before us, and that we may know the wants 
and feel the claims of our destitute settlements. — 
The appeal must be made; and information must 
be given—the sooner, the better—it is time, high 
time, for us to know the real condition and pros- 
pects of our country. A. W.B. 


The Martyrdom of George Carpenter. 





On the 8th of February, 1572, a certain man 
named George Carpenter was burnt in the town 
of Munich, in Bavaria. When he was led out of 
prison, and brought before the council, his offen- 
ces were publicly read, contained in four articles: 

Ist. Because he did not believe that a priest 
could forgive a man’s sins. 

Qdly. ‘That he did not believe that a man could 
call God out of heaven. 

3dly. That he did not believe that God was in 
the very bread which the priest uses at the altar ; 
but that it was the bread of the Lord. 

4thly. That he did not believe that the very el- 
ement of the water itself in baptism doth give 
grace. These four articles he utterly refused to 
recant. A school-master of the Pope’s came to 
him aud said, “my friend George, dost thou not 
fear the death and punishment which thou must 
sufler? if thou wert let go, wouldst thou not re- 
turn to thy wife and children?” To whom the 
martyr replied; “If I were set at liberty, whither 
should I rather go, than to my wife and well-be- 
loved children 2?” “Then (said the school mas- 
ter,) revoke your former sentence and opinions, 
and you shall be set at liberty.” Carpenter an- 
swered: “my wife and children are so dearly be- 
loved unto me, that they can’t be bought from me 
for all the riches and possessions of the Duke of 
Bavaria: but for the love of my Lord God, I will 
willingly forsake them.” When he was led to the 
place of execution, the school-master again spoke 
to him, saying ; “ good George, believe in the sac- 
rameut of the altar; do not affirm it to be only a 
sign.” ‘To whom he answered, “I believe this 
sacrament to be a sign of the body of Jesus Christ 
offered upon the cross for us sinners.” The school- 
master then said to him, “what dost thou mean, 
that thou dost so little esteem baptism, knowing 
that Christ suffered himself to be baptized in Jor- 
dan?” ‘The holy man then shewed what was the 
great and true use of baptism, and what was the 
end why Christ was baptized in Jordan ; and how 
necessary it was that Christ should die and suffer 
upon the cross, whereby alone we can be saved. 
“'The same Christ (said he) will I confess this day, 
before the whole world ; for he is my Saviour, and 
in him do I believe.” 

A Romish priest named Conrade then came 
unto him, and said; “ George, if thou wilt not be- 
lieve the sacrament, yet put all thy trust in God, 
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and say, I trust my cause to be good and true ;* 
but if I should err, truiy 1 am sorry and repent.” 
To whom George Carpenter answered ; “ God suf- 
fer me not to err, | beseech him.” Conrade then 
began to repeat the Lord’s prayer: “ Our Father 
which art in heaven ;” Carpenter answered, “ tru- 
lv thou art our Father and no other: this day I 
trust to be with thee.” Then Conrade weut for- 
ward, saying, “hallowed be thy name.” Carpen- 
ter replied, * O! my God, how little is thy name 
hallowed in this world.” Then said Conrade, 
“Thy kingdom come:” Carpenter answered, 
‘* Let thy kingdom come this day unto me ; that I 
also may come unto thy kingdom.” Then said 
Conrade, “ Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.” Carpenter answered; “ For this cause, 
O! Father, am I now here, that thy will might be 
fulfilled, and not mine.” ‘Then said Conrade, 
* Give us this day our daily bread ;” Carpenter 
answered, “The only living bread, Jesus Christ, 
shall be my food.” Then said Conrade, “4nd 
forgive us our trespasses a3 we forgive them thut 
trespass against us.” Carpenter answered, 
“ With a willing mind do I forgive all men, both 
my friends and adversaries.” Conrade then con- 
eluded, * And lead us not into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil.” The Martyr replied, “O! my 
Lord, without doubt thou shalt deliver me; for 
npon thee only have T laid all my hope.” ‘The 
Romish priest then began to rehearse the belief, 
saying: “I believe in God the Father Almighty.” 
Carpenter answered: “QO! my God, in thee alone 
do I trust ; in thee only is all my confidence, and 
upon no other creature; although they have tried 
hard to persuade me otherwise.” In this way he 
gave answers to every sentence, which if they 
were here given at full length, would be too long. 
The school-master afterwards came and said to 
liim,; “dost thou believe as truly and constantly 
in thy Lord and God with thy heart, as thou dost 
cheerfully seem to confess him with thy mouth ?” 
Carpenter replied ; * It were a very hard matter for 
ine, if that [, who am ready here to suffer death, 
should not believe that with my heart, which I op- 
enly profess with my mouth. For | knew before, 
that I must suffer persecution, If I would cleave 
unto Christ; who sauh, ‘ Where thy heart is, there 
is also thy treasure ;? and whatever thing a man 
doth fix in his heart to love above God, that he 
maketh his idol.” The priest then asked hii, if 
lie thought it necessary after his death, that they 
should pray for his soul, or say mass for him: ‘To 
whom the blessed martyr answered: “ So long as 
the soul is joined to the body, pray God for ine, 
that he will give me grace and patience, with all 
humility, to suffer the pains of death with a true 
Christian faith : but when the soul is separate from 
the body, then have I no more need of your pray- 
ers.” - As they bound him to the ladder, he preach- 
ed much tothe people. His Christian bretiiren 
then desired him, that as soon as he was cast into 
the fire, he would give some sign or token what 
his faith or belief was. “This shall be my sign 
(said he) that as long as I can open my mouth, | 
will not cease to call upon the name of Jesus.” 
His face never changed color, but he cheerfully 
went upon the fire. “ln the midst (said he) of the 
town, this day will I confess iny God before the 


. # 
* Observe these subtile serpents, ‘flo ye they cannot 
remove this good man fiom his faith: y endeavor to 


to make him doubt. 


American Tract Society. 23 


whole world.” Upon a bag of gunpowder being 
put about his neck, ke said, “ Let it be so, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.” Two men then lifted him upon the 
ladder ; the holy martyr smiling, bade a Christian 
friend farewell, asking forgiveness of him. This 
done, he was thrust into the fire, when he cried out, 
with a loud voice; “Jesus! Jesus!” The hang- 
man then turned him over; he again cried out; 
“Jesus! Jesus!” and so joyfully yielding up his 
blessed spirit, exchanging his earthly cross for an 
immortal crown. 
EEE ___ EEE 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, Jone 4, 1825. 
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AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 





The eleventh Annual Meeting of the American Tract 
Society was held at Boston on the twenty-fifth of May, at 
which time the annual Report was read, The following 
extract from it, presents a truly gratifying view of the 
progress and actual state of the Society. 


The number of Tracts published by the Socie- 
ty in the year ending in May 1822, was 285,500 ; 
the next year, 470,000 ; the next year 770,000 ; the 
last year, 928,500; making the whole number pub- 
lished by the Society in eleven years, 5,146,000. 

There have been printed the past year, thirteen 
new Tracts in the First Series, which now embra- 
ces 177 numbers, aud eighteen numbers in the se- 
ries for Sabbath schools. Of the First Series, 
2,950 voluimes have the past year been bound, and 
of the Sabbath School Series, 475 volumes. The 
Proceedings of the first ten years, a volume of 216 
pages, has been printed in an edition of 6,500 cop- 
ies; 15,000 copies of the Americau ‘Tract -Maga- 
zine have been put in circulation; and about 
90,000 copies of the Christian Almanack, 

T’senty-two new Depositories of Tracts have 
been established, making the whole number now 
depending on the Society for supplies.of Tracts, 
131: 85,000 pages of Tracts have been.distributed 
gratuitously. The Society has recognized.the past 
year 141 new Auxiliaries, making the whole num- 
ber frou: which donations have been received 304. 
More than 100 others have been reported to the 
Comuiittes as formed. During the year 136 per- 
sons have been constituted life members, making 
the whole number of life members about. 600,—~ 
The Society has received the past year, donations, 
$4,735 91; and for Tracts sold, premium on Chris- 
tian Almanack, &c. $6,066 52. ‘Total receipts, 
10,802 dollars 43 cents. Amount now due from 
the Society 1,683 dollars 19 cents. 


The New York Religious ‘Tract Society has published 
during the last year 750,000 Tracts. From an article in 
our Number for May 28th, it will have been seen that the 
effort to form a National Tract Society in that city, was 
attended with the most flattering success. Peculiar cir- 
cumstances, however, prevented the Society at Boston, 
from co-operating by their delegates, with the numerous 
Societies, in different parts of our land, which have uni- 
ted in this great enterprise. We are happy now to state, 
that after a full consideration of the subject, by the Amer- 
ican Tract Society at its annual meeting, a union with 
the National Society was resolved on without aay oppo- 
sition. Such a result must be hailed with joy by every 
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the evidence which it affords of the prevalence of a libe- 
ral spirit, among the different denominations of evangeli- 
cal believers, and among those whom local and sectional 
intetests have hitherto been supposed to separate. Dele- 


gates had been appointed by the Executive Committee of 


the National Society to attend the Meeting of the Boston 
Society. The following is their report :— 
The Delegation appoimed by the Executive 
Committee of the American Tract Society to 
represent that body at the annual meeting of the 
Society of the same name at Boston, and to confer 
with them on the subject of a union, respectfully 
report: 
That two of their number, the Rev. Dr. Knox, 
and the Rev. Mr. Summerfield, were prevented, 
the former by indispensable duties, and the latter 
by severe indisposition, from proceeding to Bos- 
ton. The other members of the Delegation arri 
ved at that place on Tuesday evening, the 24th 
instant. On the following day, preparatory con- 
ferences were held with the members of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Boston Society. In the 
evening of the same day, the Delegation attended 
a Meeting of the Society itself for the reading of 
the Annual Report, the delivery of addresses, Xc. 
inthe old South Church, and on the urgent re- 
quest of the Committee of Arrangements, took 
part in the exercises. On the following day the 
Society’s meeting of business was held, when the 
important question of its union with the national 
Institution was fully discussed, and the Delega- 
tion being privileged to sit with the Society, and 
share its deliberations, communicated whatever 
information circumstances required in relation to 
the past proceedings of the Society in this place, 
the negotiations between the Executive Commit- 
tees of the two Societies, and their own views of 
the most eligible prospective measures. ‘The Del- 
egation are happy in bearing their testimony to 
the truly Christian temper with which a protract- 
ed and very interested discussion was conducted, 
and to the marked respect and kindness with 
which their own communications were received.— 
It will pot appear extraordinary, that some con- 
siderable variety of sentiment should for a time 
have obtained, and that several members of the 
Boston Society, to whom the subject of a union 
with the national Institution was new, should hes- 
itate in acceeding to the propriety of the measure, 
or differ in opinion as to the time and manner in 
which it should be accomplished. But the result 
ofa candid and free intercommunication of senti- 
ment, and a full consideration of the reasons ur. 
ged for a generous and prompt accession to the 
wishes of the Executive Committee of the Socie- 
ty, was such as might have been anticipated from 
the characters of the esteemed individuals to whom 
the decision of the question belonged. Without 
a dissenting vote the Boston Society agreed to be 
come a Branch of this, and authorized their Ex- 
ecutive Committee to take the necessary steps for 
a consummation oftheunion. In the afternoon of 
the same day, the Delegation attended by invitation 
the meeting of that Committee, and after uniting 
in prayer for wisdom from above, the terms of un- 
ion were adjusted in detail in so satisfactory a 
manner, as to induce the Delegation to communi- 
cate a written expression of their approbation to 
the Committee, and to lead them toexpect that a 
formal document of the same kind, if desired, 
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The Delegation have great pleasure in stating, 
that the esteemed President of this Society was 
their associate on all the occasions above men- 
tioned, and that they derived great encourage- 
ment and advantage from his presence and ad- 
vice. They have also great reason to express 
their gratitude to the brethren in Boston for their 
kind and affectionate reception and treatmenr, 
and to the Executive Committee in particular, 
for the promptness and facility with which they 
proceeded in carrying into effect a measure of 
such vital importance to the great object of hoth 
Societies as that which, under the blessing of God, 
was so soon and so harmoniously accomplistied, 
It would be criminal ingratitude to that Great Be- 
ing who rules in the hearts and guides the affairs 
of men, ifthe Delegation were to omit the decla- 
ration of their persuasion, that the deliberations 
were conducted under the influence of his Spir- 
it, and that to him belongs the honour of their 
propitious termination. Let us receive it asa 
pledge of his approbation of our work, and con- 
duct all our future operations with a single eye to 
his glory. JAMES Mitnor. 
GARDINER SPRING. 
Cuartes G. Sommers. 
New-York, May 30, 1825. 


The number of tracts published during the last year by 
the Boston Society, was, as we have already seen, 928- 
500. If to these we add the 750,000 published by the 
New-York Society, the amount is 1,678,500. The num- 
ber published during the same time by other societies, 
which have already united with the National Institution, 
or may be expected soon to unite with it, 1f added to this 
last sum, will make a total of not less than 2,000,000 of 
tracts issued during the past year. This has been effect- 
ed by divided, separate, and independent efforts. But 
when these separate streams, which now scatter and par- 
tially lose themselves by diffusion, shall be united, in one 
great river, how deep, broad, majestic and irresistible 
will its waters be? Some conception may be formed of 
what it is to be, by comparing the American Bible Soci- 
ety as it now is, with the aggregate of the Bible Societies 
which existed in America before its formation. 

It is understood that the series of Tracts published by 
the Suciety at Boston will, in general, be continued in 
circulation, subject to alteration or correction by the pub- 
lishing committee of the National Society. As the con- 
templated Building of the Society at New-York, is, how- 
ever, not yet erected, the printing of the Tracts, except- 
ing the Christian Almanack, aud Tract Magazine, will 
continue, for the present tove done at Boston. 

As soon as the expected arrangements at New-York 
shall. be completed, the Stereotype plates, engravings, 
and other printing apparatus of the Boston Society will 
be transferred to New-York. The total income of all the 
Societies which may now be considered as composing 
the National Institution, during the past year, has not, if 
the money received from the sale of Tracts be included, 
been less than 20,000 dollars. 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 





We have had occasion frequently to speak of the won- 
derful change, which has been produced in these Islands 
of the sea, by the introduction of the Gospel. It would 
appear however from the facts related by the Rev. Mr. 
Ellis, an English Missionary, who has resided several 
years at the Islands, that the half has not been told us.— 
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nation of depraved beings from such a state of degrada- 
tion and wretchedness, and exalt them to a state of com- 
parative happiness, it becomes the duty of every friend 
of man to engage more earnestly in the cause of Mis- 
sions. Surely none but a cold misanthropist, will oppose 
the benevolent exertions that are making to civilize and 
christianize the heathen. I would sooner dash from 
the lips of the starving beggar his last morsel. 

The facts related by Mr. Ellis at several places in this 
country, and published in the Christian Mirror are sub- 
stantially as follows :— 


The Narrator 


Mr. Ellis, is entitled to full credit. He is evi- 
dently a man of intelligence ; has resided six 
years on the Society Islands, and nearly two on 
the Sandwich; has become more familiar with 
the language than he is now with the English, 
and is fully qualified to speak that he knows, and 
testify that he has seen. His character as a chris- 
tian has long been, “well reported of” by Eng- 
lishmen and Americans. His narrative is cor- 
roberated by the letters and journals of missiona- 
ries from this country and England, for a series of 
years; also by many from both countries who 
have visited those islands for refreshinent on their 
voyages, or for traffic. We need not therefore 
“make allowance for the usual exaggerations of 
travellers.” 

The Islands of which Mr. Ellis has given so in- 
leresting an account, are a part of Polynesia; are 
situated in the Pacific Ocean, and within the tor- 
rid zone. The Society Islands lie south of the 
equator about 18 deg. and about 65 deg. west of 
South America. The Sandwich Islands lie west 
of the Gulf of Mexico, about 40 deg. froim the 
western shore of North America, in north latitude 
20. The Sandwich Islands lie much farther from 
the United States and Europe than the Society, 
on the route which must be pursued by doubling 
Cape Horn. If a ship channel were cut across 
the isthinus, a vessel might leave S. America on 
the left, and arrive at the Sandwich Islauds by a 
Short voyage. Mr. Ellis has idea voyage equal 
to hal the distance :ound the globe, in cowing to 
Bustou. 

The Society Islands, 

As tlie term is commonly used, comprises two 
groups, the Georgian, and the Socicty proper.— 
The foriner are five in number, containing about 
10,000 souls: the number of the latter is six, con 
taining 8 or 10,000. An agcount of them has long 
been before the public, in Capt. Couk’s voyages 
The geveral description, given by that navi gctor 
aud his compantous, is correct. ‘The soil is fertile, 
the climate salubrious, and the scenery delight- 
ful. Those voyagers, however, were deceived in 
the character and situation of the inhabitants.— 
They had neither the innocence nor simplicity 
they supposed, and were far less happy. Capt. 
Cook did not remain a sufficient time among them 
to discover their abominations. Tie first impres 
sions of the missionaries were very favourable ; 
but 15 years acquaintance rent away the vail, and 
Showed degradation, aad sin, and wretcheduess 
rarely equalled. 

The State of Morals 


Was truly deplorable, and crimes, of which it 
is a shame to speak, were almost universal. Nat- 
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scarcely to have had an existence in the whole 
community. The principal crimes may be con- 
sidered treachery, theft, drunkenness, impurity, 
infanticide, cruelty to parents, and murder. 
Treachery was common. Brother seems to 
have put no confidence in brother, and indeed 
could not. The rights of others were not respec- 
ted, where convenience required their violation, 
and dexterity or strength could accomplish it.— 
Theft therefore took the place of industry, and was 
considered asa virtue. 

Drunkenness was almost universal. They 
were not like our Indians, indebted to civilized 
men, and those who bear the Christian name, 
for the introduction of this vice. They had not 
our intoxicating liquors, and they knew little of 
the arts or sciences. But their ingenuity had 
furnished an inebriating draught from the juice 
of ava; which rendered them more like demons 
than men. 

Impurity was a prevailing sin. Polygamy was 
common ; the duties of the marriage relation dis- 
regarded, and the connexion dissolved or treated 
with contempt on slight pretences. 

Infanticide, or the murder of helpless new-born 
babes, wasawfutly prevalent. It was believed by 
the elder missionaries, from the best estimates 
they conld make, that tio thirds of the children 
were destroved by their parents or near relatives, 
Many murdered them to avoid the trouble of ta- 
king care of them. Family pride too, was one 
principal cause of this devastation. The parents 
were often of unequal rank, and it was uot to be 
endured that patricians should be mingled with 
plebian blood. .The parent of superior rank, 
whether father or mother, would perform the 
deed; or in cnse of reluctance or delay on their 
part, other near relatives would put the inYant to 
death, to wipe the statu from their wounded hon- 
our. Besides this practice, there was a combina- 
tion called the .Ariot Society, of most horrid prin- 
ciples, into which large numbers were initiated. 
These members were bound vever to be parents ; 
and if they became so, could ot prolong the life of 
a child without certain death to themselves,— 
Some children too were sacrificed to their idols, 
or thrown into the sea to propitiate the sharks and 
other monsters of the deep, which they worshipped 
as gods. 

Cruelty to Parents was common with the chil- 
dren who were spared to maturity, when the au- 
thors of their being became sick, or infirm with 
age. They would sometimes minister to their 
wants initheir helpless state ; bat would soon be- 
come tired of the service, and desert them to 
starve and die, or despatch them out of the way. 
They often buried them Alive. A grave would 
be dug, and the sons would carry out the decrepid 
father upon a board, and tury him off into the pit. 
Another mode was this. While the helpless man 
lying m his tent, perhaps unconscious of danger, 
the parricide would enter with 4a spear,—no warn- 
ing being given to the sufferer but a cry from with- 
out, © Pierce him through,”—and in cold blood 
perform the fatal deed. The screams of the vic- 
tim indicate that he understands the shout ; but 
they stay not the murderer’s hand. 

Murder, of other kinds, and iu various ways, was 
frequent. Many died by poison, and many by 
open violence. And so wretched was the state of 





ural affection, chastity, sincerity and justice seem 


society in this respect, that the natives in genera! 


4 
‘wee 


——— 

> | ~~ a> ae < 
: ies Pe 2 4% 

SS Awe 2) he 


{Pes 
ay a~ = 


cect - 

Sp OS cae. 

= Mhie 
oe | =*, +s 


- 


wre ga 


- 5 


- - 
ae 
2, 
4, 


43; 
we . 


- 
“ 


maa 


A 
oe 
ee ely 


~ 
<'e 


ne a 


f- 
[> 


* 


> re | 
a 


, 

fF, ten, | 

ogee wet 
Pte 


ae fed 
toe 
De annie 


» 
on = * 
~~” 


, nee, 


r 
* 
4 


ie 


= the 


“ ge 
- 


































































- 


26 





supposed there was vot one solilary instance of 
Any apparent cases 
of this kind, they supposed were the effect of ei- 


natural death among them. 


ther poison or sorcery. 
Socialand Domestie Happiness 


Could searcely be said to have existence. In- 
deed they had not a word in their language to ex- 
press the idea. In such a state of morals, or rath- 
er of abounding inmooralities, it is evident that 
neighbouly kindness, conjugal felicty, and “all 
the tender charities of father, son and brother,” 
could have no place. ‘Phe females were degra- 
ded, and kept only to minister to the pleasures 
and wants ofthe men. A great part of the severe 
labour devolved on them, while they were not per- 
mitted to partake the comforts their labour had 
procured. They were pot permitted to eat with 
the men, to drink from the saine calabasb, or sit in 
the same hut. 

Their Government, 

An absolute monarchy, was cruelly despotic.— 
The king of an Island, or the chief of a district 
had the perfeet command of the property and lives 
of his subjects. Whenever he chose, he seized 
on their possessions, and the least complaint was 
followed by instant death. For the most trifling 
offences the club would despatch them, or they 
would be reserved as victims for sacrifice. Com- 
mon “punishments, for crimes without distinction 
with or without proof, were beheading and drown- 
ing. The king also was chief priest. Whena 
sacrifice was to be made, he would send to the 
chief of every district a number of stones, which 
signified that he must provide as many victiins.— 
The chief would send by wight to what liuts he 
chose, and slay the victims to be carried to the 
temple the ensuing day. When the dium was 
heard at the temple, which was the signal for a 
great sacrifice, consternation would seize upon the 

‘whole people, as if it were an earthquake. No 
one knew but the club was to fall on himself. 


Their Wars 

Were very sanguivary, wars of extermination. 
On the water, this was the manner. One party 
would collect 40 or 50 canoes ; lash them togeth- 
er with strong cords, about six feet apart, that none 
might desert the cause; and put off ina line from 
the shore. The other party were prepared in the 
same maoner. At a small distance, the battle 
was with sling and stone; nearer, with spear and 
javelin ; close at hand, with the bludgeon. When 
victory declared on one side, the vanquished in 
many cases were not spared; but the victors 
would proceed from ome end of the line to the 
other, and utterly exterminate the whole party.— 
Their eye could not spare, neither could they have 
pity. Onshore their warfare was equally fero- 
cious. The vanquished were slain upon the spot, 
or pursued with unrelenting fury even to the 
mountains and deserts, and for many days or 
weeks till not one was left. Assoon as the 
battle was decided, another party of the victors 
would rush upon the villages of the enemy, burn- 
ing and destroying. Here the sick and aged, the 
women and the children, were slaughtered with- 
out distinction or reserve, or they were spared to 
become slaves or to be immolated on the altars of 
the gods, Here aman would decapitate his fall- 


South Sea Islands. 
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gushed fiom the trunk, aad drink it with delight. 
There others would strike a spear through the heads 
of children from ear to ear, run a cord throush 
the holes, and siving up five or six together as tro. 
phies. By war, and all the other modes of violent 
death which have been mentioned, the number of 
inhabitants had been exceedingly reduced. Capt. 
Cook estimated the number on all the islands at 
200,000. ‘The anissionaries think, from various cy- 
idences, there must have been at that time 150,000. 
But the present number, and that which the mis- 
sionaries found on their arrival, is supposed not 
to exceed 20,000. As one of the chiefs said to 
them with grief, they came to the remnant of his 
people. 
Their Religion. 

I.ven this people with all their vices, had a re- 
ligion. They had their gots, their altars, their 
sacrifices, and their priests. It partook, however, 
of the character of the people, and of their vices, 
Their priests were kings and chiefs, and therefoue 
could enforce every tenet and practice, which they 
wished to impose. Their religion sanctioned ey- 
ery crime which prevailed among them, and _se- 
quived the practice of it. Their fadoo system was 
“horrid.”  [t consecrated persons and_ places, 
with a sanction which they dared not incur by 
trausgressing the rules. . Bat the consecration was 
only to the service of sin and Satan. Their idols 
were various, aid many temples (morais,) were 
erected for their worship, where human victims 
were offered when the priests required. The ob- 
ject of their sacrifices was, to avert the anger of 
evi! deities; for they had no other, and no attri- 
butes of mercy seem to have entered into their 
conceptions. The missionaries had undoubted 
evidence that 15 or 16 human beings had been 
presented in one sacrifice. They have evidence 
entitled to credit, but not so decisive, that eighty at 





one time have been offered up together. Besides 
idols of wood aud stone, they regarded sharks as 


deities ; and even their infant children were thrown 
into the sea to be devoured by them. 

Such was the religion, and such the state of 
those miserable islanders, before the introduction 
of the gospel. Truly they sat in darkness, in the 
region and shadow of death. Probably they had 
been growing more vile, and more wretched for 
ages and generations; how long, history does not 
inform us. To human view it would appear cer- 
tain, that they must have become utterly extinct 
in a few years more, if they had not been visited 
hy the day spring from on high. Even this afflic- 
ting account of their state is very imperfect and 
inadequate. But this account, though well attes- 
ted, must have been almost incredible, if inspira- 
tion had notdescribed the people where the true God 
is unknown, and the name of Jesus has not been 
announced. But whoever reads attentively the 
first chapter to the Romans, will see that in Paul’s 
time pagans were sunk equally low, 


The Change. 


Such was their state but 14 years ago. For, 
though the mission was established in 1797, it had 
no apparent success for about 15 years. No mis- 
sionaries of modern times have had so great dis- 
couragements, and laboured so long without gath- 
ering the least fruit, as those who first went to the 
Society Islands. They were barely suffered to 





en enemy, scoop up the blood in his hands as it 


remain and acquire the language. Seldom could 
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they obtain a hearing for a sufficient time to 

reach a sermon, or hold connected conversation. 
They felt the effects of the wars which prevailed ; 
one lost his life, others were severely injured and 
niost of them were compelled to withdraw. Soon 
they returned to one of the small islands, and be- 
gan to receive a blessing. The principal king, 
deposed and in exile, received the gospel. He 
was soon after baptized, and openly espoused the 

cause of Christ; although the step was, to human 
view, destructive to all his hopes of restoration to 
his throne. But God was with him. He regain. 
ed his possessions and power, destroyed the mor- 
ais, proclaimed the abolition of idolatry, erected 
churches, and encouraged his people to read and 
hear the gospel of Christ. These Jatter events oc- 
curred in 1815 and 16. Ina short time the peo- 
ple willingly renounced their idols, sought in- 
struction, embraced Christianity ; and generally 
became at least a reformed and happy people.— 
At the first dawning of the light, letters were al- 
most unknown among them; now 12,000 can 
read understandingly, 3000 children are under 
instruction, and all the lessons in school are deri- 
ved from the Scriptures. They had never erect- 
eda temple to the living God: now there are 28 
houses of worship, where large congregations lis- 
ten to the word of life. The number has been much 
larger, but is now reduced, that the people might 
generally hear preaching, rather than reading and 
exhortation only. Eleven churches have been 
formed, which now contain about 2000 communi- 
cants; and 8000 persons have been baptized.— 
The Sabbath is almost universally observed, at 
least in an external manner, as a day of sacred 
rest. In one of the islands, it is believed that 
not ten families neglect family worship; not ten 
persons of a suitable age for the exercise, neg- 
lect to retire for secret devotion. Prayer meetings 
and Sabbath Schools aie formed, and universal- 
ly encouraged ; and the Lord’s Supper is attend- 
ed on the first Sabbath in every mouth. How 
large a number of those who were lately so far 
of, are really brought nigh to God by the Llood 
of Clirist and the renewing of the Holy Giost, we 
cannot say. The Deputation of the London So- 
ciety, Who have spent much time in making mi- 
nute inquiries and obtaining a personal acquain 
tance, are well satisfied with the state of the chur- 
ches. They have said, that the great body of the 
communicants would be admitted into any Chris 
tian church in England. No doubt these istand- 
ers are yet depraved, and these Ciiristians are yet 
imperfect. But their whole religion, national 
polity, social intercourse, and moral character, 
have undergone a surprising change. It has been 
produced, not by the sword of the conqueror; not 
by the arts and sciences; not by the int:oduction 
of civilization before the ‘gospel, for they were still 
barbarous when they began to believe ; not by hu- 
nan iight or power, bur by the simple preaching 
of the word of life. 

(To be continued.) 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
-Iddress to persons on_entering visibly into cove- 
nant with God. 


The transactions of this occasion are most sol- 
emn and affecting, they will have influence on 
your conduct through life, and in their consequen- 
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ces, they will seach into eternity and take hold an 
judgment. You have, in the presence of God, 
and before this assembly ; solemnly renounced all 
other gods, and promised to cleave unto the Lord 
your God, and walk in holy obedience to his com- 
mandments, ; 
heart you act, is known only to him, with whom 
is no darkness at all. Itis not for us to doubt the 
sincerity of any one of you; to human view you 
inay appear well, when the heart is not right with 
God : man, you will remeiiber looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but God searcheth the heart. 

You are now admitted to a standing in Christ’s 
visible church and kingdom on the earth. You 
are entitled to a participation in all the ordinances 
and privileges of this kingdom. You have declar- 
el allegiance to the same Saviour, belief iu the 
same truths, and you have entered into the same 
covenant obligations. You are also to share in 
the same promises, to be nourished by the same 
truths, to exhibit the graces of the same spirit, and 
to seek to be prepared for the same heaven. We 
exhort you to bear continually in mind, the im- 
portance of being faithful in maintaining lives of 
holiness, feel habitually your obligations to bring 
forth holy fruit, to exemplify your religion in your 
daily walk, to conduct at all times, as becometh 
saints, and toshew forth your conformity to Christ 
to all around you. Be careful to practice the du- 
ties of religion: attend daily on secret prayer, it is 
essential to your growth in grace and to your en- 
joyment in duty: in neglect of secret prayer, you 
will unavoidably decline iu your graces and fall 
into sin, and dishonor the cause of Christ. In 
like manner practice the daily reading of the Bi- 
ble, and be diligeut in your endeavors to increase 
in knowledge of the willofGod. Be likewise con- 
stant attendants on the worship of God’s house, 
when you are in circumstances to attend, and al- 
ways welcome the return of the holy Sabbath with 
delight. Make it your object to be at the saera- 
mental service when it is possible, aud to render 
this service in the highest degree delightful and 
profitable, be always found at the lectures prepar- 
atory, seeking a meetness for the Lord’stable. It 
is with deep regret, that we have seen that some 
professors of religion, have been habitually dispos- 
ed io negiect this service, whose lives tn many in- 
stances are scarcely to be distinguished from the 
lives of visible unbelievers. ‘T’o live ta character, 
you must attend on the appointed means of grace, 
you must be watchful over your hearts, over your 
lips and over your conduct. Your profession is an 
holy profession, it requires you to live in an holy 
manner. Oh, then feel your obligations, feel that 
you are no longer your own, that you are Christ’s, 
and that your all is to be held in subordination to 
his will, May you have grace to live in confor- 
inity to your obligations and be strengthened by 
the ordinance of the sacraiment: may you aid and 
encourage each other in duty and be ornaments iu 
the Church below, and finally, may you all be 
joined in the Church triumphant in heaven to cel- 
ebrate the wonders of redeeming love, in the tem- 
ple not made with hands. 





FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCEN. 


Question. Whence our authority to administer 
the ordinance of Baptism ? 


Ams. Our authority to administer the ordinance 


With what sincerity and holiness of 
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of Baptism is derived from the commission given 
by our Lord to his disciples, at the time he ascen- 
ded, when fe said “all power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth, go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptizing themin the name of the Father 
and of the Son ané of the Holy Ghost.” The or 
dinance of Baptism as enjoined under the gospel, 
originated in this command, which teaches us all 
that is needful to be known in regaid to the form 
of administration ; it enjoins, that i be in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, but leaves every thing else in relation to 
the mode of administration undefined ; it does not 
inform us how much water is to be used, vor 
whether itis to be poured or sprinkled on the sub. 
ject, or whether the subject is to be immersed in 
the water or not. And f perceive no right that we 
have to fix on any one of these modes, as enjoin- 
ed to the exclusion of all others. Either mode of 
administration in the name of the Trinity, by a 
person clearly invested with the ministerial office, 
will be valid baptism. ‘To incorporate any one 
mode of applying the water, as an essential or en- 
joined partet the ordinance, is highly presuming 
on the partof man. Had it been essential that a 
given quantity of water should be applied, i un- 
questionably would have been incorporated in the 
command. The water hes no sanctifying influ- 
ence, it is only a significant emblem, and from ne 
view of the subject, can it be made to appear, that 
the quantity applied, és in all cases required to be 
the same. 

The ordinance from its first anunciation, be- 
came the standing seal of the covenant of grace in 
the visible kingdom of Christ on earth ; it took the 
place of the former seal of that covenant, which 
was circumcision. ‘To ascertain then to whom 
baptism is to be applied, we have only to exam- 
ine ip what connexion God required the former 
seal of the covenant to be applied, and then ascer- 
tain whether those requisitions have ever been re- 
pealed either by precept, or in the pactice of his 
inspired aposties. In this manner, we are able to 
collect abundant evidence, that baptism is to be 
administered to unbaptized adults on their profes- 
sing their faith in Christ, and to the children of 
all visible believers, and of all such children as are 
placed under them to be brought up in their fam- 
ilies. 


_- -—~—--- 


The tollowing question was submitted to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church for their decision. 


* What shall a church session do in regard to a 
inember who has been absent for a term of years, 
without any certificate, and his residence un- 
known, so that he cannot be reached or found by 
the usual process of citation. 

After some discussion, the question was referred 
to a committee who reported in substance as fol- 
lows, that the case although not expressly decided 
as provided for, uevertheless embraced by general 
rules and principles—such as these, 

ist. That every church member is amenable 
to some tribunal, te be dealt with for all offences 
according to God’s holy word. 

2nd. ‘That no man can cease to be a member 
except by death, regular dismission, exclusion or 
and 
must continue subject to its laws and government, 
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Srd. That a member is chargeable with a vio. 
lation of church fellowship, and to be censured, 
who connects himself irregularly with any other 
church, or goes to a distant place without giving 
notice to the session of the church to “hich he 
belongs, or without asking a certificate of good 
standnig or dismissal. 

4th. That such a person thus conducting, is 
not to be swicken from the books of the Church ; 
hut is to be considered responsible for his conduct 
whenever he can be found, and to be dealt with 
according to the word of God, and the principles 
of the church ; and thatin case his withdrawal be 
from disrespect to church privileges, or to escape 
discipline, he is to be suspended, without unneces- 
sary delay. 

The above report in substance was adopted. 





BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Twenty Third Anniversary. 


The annual meeting of this Society was held 
on the 25th ultimo, at half-past eight o’clock, 
at the First Baptist Meeting-House. ‘The Report 
was read by the Secretary, Rev. Daniex Suarp. 
It embodied muci Missionary information, which 
could not fail to cheer the hearts and encourage 
the labours of the Society. In the places where 
the gospel had been published by the Missionaries, 
tokens of the divine presence had been manifest- 
ed; and many a desolate heart in the wilderness 
of our country had been made glad in the salva- 
tion of God. The feet of them that published 
‘edemption through the bluod of the Lamb were 
truly beautiful in the eyes of multitudes, and 
numbers were bronght to rest their souls on Christ. 
Sonie striking instances of success were narrated 
in the journals of the Missionaries. Iu one dis- 
trict of country where were about 75 families, 
150 persons had experienced a lively hope of eter- 
nal glory; and the preacher who had been the 
instrument of much of this blessedness, had the 
unspeakable satisfaction of leading bis six eldest 
children down the banks of Jordan. Rev. J. M. 
Peck, the indefatigable Missionary in the States 
of [inois and Missouri, was extending his useful 
exertions with remarkable success. He has es- 
tablished several Bible Societies, and 30 Sabbath 
Schools, in which one thousand children are re- 
ceiving that instruction, which may finally issue 
in their eternal felicity. Mr. Peck says there is 
much work in his vicinity for Missionaries; and 
that ifa man suitably qualified were sent he might 
obtain one half his support from the people there. 
“ Have you, ”’says he, “no young student, who 
has injured his eyes, weakened his nerves, and 
wasted his health by inteise application, who 
wishes to complete his education and restore his 
strength by traversing our wilderness, and doing 
the duties of a Missionary ?—No young man ought 
to be considered as fitted for the ministry, ull he 
has spent one or two years in this self denying 
service !” Christian Watchman. 


THE POWER OF PRAYER. 


I cften think of that promise in John xv. 7. “It 
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 





exeept in the cases aforesaid. 


vou.” And again; “ Whatsoever ye ask in my 
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name, believing, ye shall receive.” Now, Sir, I 
have been led to think, that as far as spiritual bles- 
sings are concerned, there is an Omuipotency in 
prayer ; and the reason why the people of God of- 
ten fail in obtaining their request, is, because they 
are negligent in looking out for the answer to their 
petitions. How differently do we act in common 
life! Were we to write a letter upon urgent busi- 
ness, the reply would be a matter of no small anx- 
iety. The husbandman who sows his seed, looks 
for the return of the harvest: and the Christian 
should make it evident to the Lord, that he is not 
indifferent to the blessing he supplicates. 

I have said thus much for the purpose of intro- 
ducing an instance, in which the power of prayer 
was signally seen. About two years since, a poor 
but pious man called upon the clergyman of his 
parish, to obtain his advice and comfort under the 
trials to which he was exposed. His wife was not 
only careless and unconcerned about her soul, but 
thwarted him in every way: and shewed the nat- 
ural enmity of her heart to religion. Thomas ask- 
ed his minister what wasto be done. “I have no 
peace (said he,) morning, neon, or night: and the 
whole house is in a constant uproar.” The min- 
ister inquired, whether he had ever prayed for her. 
“ Yes, (said Thomas,) that I have ; but it does not 
seem to be of any use.”—** Well, (said the minis- 
ter,) suppose we kneel down together.” They 
joined together in prayer, that it would please God 
to effect a change in Thomas’ wife, and unite them 
in the best of bonds. 

About a month after, as the clergyman was 
walking in the village, he was overtaken by the 
wife of poor Thomas. She asked with great anx- 
iety, whether his lady was at home; as her child 
was dying, and she did not know what to do.— 
“Sally, (said the minister,) perhaps God means 
to lay his hand upon your child, that his death 
may be your Jife. You know that you are living 
without God and without hope in the world.” Sal- 
ly became quite indiguant; and added, that no 
one had any thing to say againsther. “ The cler- 
gyman rejoined, you are living without prayer : 
and God has much to say against you. But I will 
not detain you now; go to the parsonage, and 
whatever my wife can do fer your boy, she will.” 
The child however was in that state, that nothing 
could be done ; and in a few days he died. 

Ou the evening of the funeral, the clergyman 
was informed that a woman wanted to see hii. 
She was requested to walk in, and it proved to be 
Thomas’ wife. As well as her tears would allow, 
she began the conversation, which was nearly as 
follows: “ Oh! Sir, [thought you very unfeeling 
when you spoke to me the other day; but my 
proud heart begins to bend, and I hope the Lord 
will have mercy on my soul. I come to beg your 
instruction for it is all new tome.” The minister 
and Sally knelt down together, ahd it was in that 
very spot where he and her husband had petition 
ed a throne of grace in her behalf. And what, 
Mr. Editor, is the pleasing result? Thomas’ fam- 


ily is one of the happiest in the village. Two of 


his daughters have followed their mother’s steps: 
and Thomas will never doubt the power of believ- 
ing prayer. 

That this may encourage others to he earnest 
with God in prayer for those who are near and 
dvar to ther, fs the earnest desire of 

SCRUTATOR. 


1825.] Faith.—Growth in Grace. 29 





FAITH. 


It is said, “ By faith we are justified, quickened, saved, 
and made heirs of eternal life.” Many who suppose faith 
to be nothing more than an outward profession of evan- 
gelical doctrine, cry ot against us, as if we made the 
way of salvation too easy: but it is certain, that nothing 
ismore diflicult, nay, more impossible to man, than to 
lay hold on Jesus Christ by true faith. 

Faith is not a vain opinion, a persuasion of our own in- 
vention, but a certainand full assurance, which God him- 
self brings forth in our hearts, and preserves by his Spirit. 
And therefore it produces such wonderful effects, as sur- 
ass the human understanding. By faith we are grafted 
in Jesus Christ, we live in Him, and He liveth in us.— 
Hence we may easily see, that this faith does not exceed 
ali human power only, but even surpasseth human under- 
standing. ‘To believe, that « poor afflicted man, who, al- 
ter having suffered a thousand insults, died on a cross be- 
tween two thieves; to believe this man to be the Son ot 
God—who can do it by means of carnal reason? St 
Paul therefore says, that faith is the gift of God.—Gualt 
ier’s Homilies on the Gospel of St. John. 


The decline of Popery.—The number of pilgrims who 
visited Rome in 1750, when a jubilee was proclaimed, 
was, at the opening of the Holy Gate, 1,300, and in the 
week which followed Christmas, 8,400. This year only 
86 pilgrims attended the opening of the Holy Gate, anc 
but 400 arrived during the subsequent week 


GROWTH IN GRACE. 
I have rejoiced to see the beginning of a good 
and gracious work in you; and [ have confidence 
in the Lord Jesus, that he will carry it on and 
complete it; and that you will be amongst the 
number of those who shall sing redeeming love tu 
eternity. ‘Therefore, fear none of the things ap- 
pointed for you to suffer by the way ; but gird up 
the loins of your mind, and hope tothe end. Be 
not impatient, but wait humbly upon.the Lord. 
You have one hard lesson to learn, that is, the evil 
of your own heart: you know something of it, but 
it is needful that you should know more ; for the 
more we know of ourselves, the more we shall 
prize and love Jesus and his salvation. I hope 
what you find in yourself by daily experience wiil 
humble vou, but not discourage you; humble you 
it should, and J believe it does. Are not you ama- 
zed sometimes that you should have so much as a 
hope, that poor and needy as you are, the Lord 
thinketh of yon? But let not all you feel discour- 
age you; for if our Piysician is almighty, our dis 
ease cannot be desperate ; and if he casts none out 
that come to him, why should you fear? Ow 
sins are many, but his mercies are more: our sins 
are great, but his righteousness is greater: we are 
weak, but he is power. Most of our complaints 
are Owing to unbelief, and the remainder of a le- 
gal spirit; and these evils are not removed in a 
day. Wait on the Lord, and he will en-ble you 
to see more and more of the power and grace of 
bur High Priest. The more you know him, the 
better you will trust him; the more you trust him, 
the better you will love him; the imore you love 
him, the better you will serve him, This is God’s 
way ; you are not called to buy, but to beg ; not to 
be strong in yourself, but in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus. He is teaching you these things, 
and I trust he will teach youtothe end. Remem- 
ber, the growth of a believer is not like a mush- 
room, but like an oak, which increases slowly in- 
deed, but surely. Many suns, showers, and frosts, 
pass upon it before it comes to perfection; and in 
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winter, when itseems dead, it is gathering strength 
at the root. Be humble, watehful, and diligent in 
the means; and endeavour to look through all, 
and fix your eye upon Jesus, and all shall be well. 
I commend you to the care of the good Shepherd, 
and remain, for his sake, Yours, &c. 

J. Newron. 


LIBERTY AND SLAVERY. 


At the late annual meeting of the American 
Colonization Society, Mr. Custis of Arlington ob. 
served “that no intelligent man could doubt that 
this republic, if not impeded by the depressing 
evil which it was the design of the Society to re- 
medy, would, ere this, have become one of the 
brightest and most illustrious empires the world 
ever saw. ‘The tree of Liberty has indeed been 
planted; it had grown, and flourished, and spread 
its branches far and wide; but there was a canker 
at its root, “a worm that never dies.” When he 
turned his eyes towards the favoured portion of 
our country where virtute et labore florent Reipub- 
liee,* towards that “land of steady habits,” that 
land “where every rood of earth maintains its 
man; where education, industry, intelligence, and 
contentment, so eminently prevail, he said to him- 
self, “there is the essence of republicanism !— 
Would to Almighty God that the same blessings 
were every where enjoyed throughout our land.— 
But, when he turned his eyes ta the south, he per- 
ceived a deadly disease, the origin of which the 
citizens of the south were not answerable for, but 
which had been entailed upon them by the fault of 
their fathers. When he looked to his native land ; 
the land of his childhood; the land of his earliest 
recollections ; that land which contained his pa- 
ternal hearth: when he looked to the spots where 
he played in infancy; to the hills and the streams 
that were familiar to his boyhood, he asked him- 
seli, shall IT ever behold the sun, the fair sun of 
liberty, shine through the cloud that now covers 
it? He indeed might have the frost of age upon 
his head, or might mingle with the clods of the 
valley before that happy hour, but he trusted that 
Heaven would prosper the objects of this Society, 
and that posterity might witness the frnit of its 
exertions. If he was asked how can we compass 
so great an undertaking? he replied, by zeal; by 
industry ; by rousing the ardour of the wise and 
good. If the Society would ever effect it, they 
must persevere ; they must labour; they must en 
dure disappointment; they must combat difficul- 
ties; they must first put their shoulder to the 
wheel, and then pray to Heaven, aud hope for 
success. "This Society may yet behold a great 
and flourishing republic rise on the shores of Af- 
rica. The Society may hear that republic saying 
to the world, “It was America that founded me. 
In me the New world taught the Old. The 
chains that once bound my children are now bro- 
ken in sunder, and, from a feeble colony, behold I 
ain become a great empire !” 


HARTFORD ASYLUM. 


The American Asylum at Hartford forthe edu- 
cation of the Deafand Dumb, was incorporated 
by the legislature of Connecticut in the year 1816. 


Liberty and Slavery.—Hartford Asylum.—Extract from a Sermon. 
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Its funds then amounted to $22,505 which were 
obtained by subscription, and by contributions jy, 
several of the churches in Connecticut. It went 
into operation in the year 1817, and for several 
years afterwards occasionally received assistance 
from individuals and religious societies; but the 
money thus received was necessarily employed in 
the current expenses ofthe year. In March, 1819, 
a grant was made by Congress tothe Asylum of 
23,000 acres of land in Alabama, which was very 
fortunately located, and the greater part of which 
has been sold at a high price. The funds at pres- 
ent exceed 215,000 dollars, including the build- 
ings in Hartford, which cost 34,985 dollars; the 


of land in Alabama, still unsold which are estima- 
ted to be worth four dollars an acre. The actual 
income at present is only 5,200 dollars; but there 
is a reasonable probability that it will be increased 
ina short time to about 10,500 dollars. 

There are now in the Asylum 65 pupils, who are 
under the care of five instructors. viz :—Mr. Gal- 
laudet, (Principal) Mr..Clere, Mr. Turner, Mr. 
Peet, and Mr. Brinsmade. 

The price of board is $175 a week ; but hereaf- 
ter, pupils from the states of New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Maine and Vermont, will be re- 
ceived for 115 dollars a year—including in this 
sum, the price of instruction, board, lodging, wash- 
ing and stationary. The buildings are spacious 
and well contrived; and can be fitted to receive 
about 130 pupils. 

One hundred and twenty-eight pupils have been 
received into the Asylum since its establishment ; 
but of this number only 28 have sprung from fam- 
ilies able to maintain them there. The remain- 
ing hundred have geneially been maintained by 
the States to which they belong. Pupils are not 
received under ten years of age, nor over 30; but 
the experience of the instructors has led them to 
recommend that no child be sent under fourteen, 
except in very peculiar circumstances, and that he 
continue there at least four years. ; 

{Portsmouth Pa. 


-_-~+------ 


Extract from a sermon delivered in London by 
the Rev. Dr. Mason of New- York. 


“T cannot find, in the lively oracles, a single 
distinctive mark of Deity, which is not applied 
without reserve or limitation to the only begotten 
Son. ‘All things whatsoever the Father hath 
are his.’ Whois that mysterious Word that was 
in the beginning with God? Who is the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
the first and the last—the Almighty 7 Who is he 
that knows what is in man, because he searches 
the deep and dark recesses of the heait? Who 
is the Omnipresent, that has promised ; ‘ Where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them ;’—the light of 
whose countenance is at the same moment the 
joy of heaven and the salvation of earth; who is 
encircled by the seraphim on high, and walks in 
the midst of the goldea candlesticks, who is in 
this assembly ; in all the assemblies of his people ; 
in every worshipping family ; in every closet of 
prayer ; in every holy heart? Whose hands have 
stretched out the heavens and laid the founda- 
tions of the earth?” Who hath replenished them 





* “ Republics flourish by virtue and industry.” 





with inhabitants, and garnished them with beauty, 
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furniture, which cost 2,000 dollars, and 7859 acres. 
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having created all things that are in both, ‘ visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or domin- 
jons, Or principalites, or powers? By wkom do 
all things cousist? Who is the governor among 
the nations, having on his vesture and on his 
thigh, a name written, ‘ King of kings and Lord 
of lords?’ Whom is it the Father’s will that all 
men should honeur, even as they honour hiinself? 
Whom has he commanded his angels to worship? 
whom to obey ? Before whom do the devils trem 
ble? Who is qualified to redeem millions of 
sinners, from the wrath to come, and preserve 
them by his grace to his everlasting kingdom ? 
Who raiseth the dead, having life in himself to 
quicken whoiwn he will, so that at his voice all that 
are in their graves shail come forth; and death 
and hell surrender their numerous and forgotten 
captives? Who shall weigh in the balance of 
judgement the destinies of angels and men, dis- 
ose of the thrones of paradise, and bestow eternal 
life? Shali f submit to the decision of reason? 
Shall I ask a response from heaven? Shall | 
summon the devils from their chains of darkness ? 
The response from heaven sounds in my ears ; 
reason approves, and the devils confess—This, O 
Christians, is none other than the GREAT 
GOD OUR SAVIOUR. 


AN EXTRACT. 

“ Another cause, which still further impedes the 
reception of religion, even among the well «dispo- 
sed, is the garment of sadness in which people 
delight to suppose her dréssed ; and that life of 
hard austerity, and pining abstinence which they 
pretend she enjoins on her disciples. And it were 
well if this were only the misrepresentation of her 
declared enemies, but unhappily it is the miscon 
ception of her injudicious friends. But such an 
overcharged picture is not more uninviting than it 
is unlike—for [ will venture to affirm that religion, 
with her beantiful and becoming sanctity, imposes 
fewer sacrifices, not only of rational but of pleas 
urable enjoyments, than the uncontrolled domin- 
ion of anyone vice. She is not so tyrannising 
as passion, sO exacting as the world, nor so des- 
potic as fashion. Let us try the case by a paraliel, 
and examine it not as affecting our virtue, but our 
pleasure. Does religion forbid the cheerful en- 
joyments of life as rigorously as avarice forbids 
them? Or such renunciations of quiet as pride ? 
Does devotion murder sleep like dissipation ? 
Does it destfoy health like intemperance? Does 
religion annihilate fortune like gambling? Does 
it embitter life like discord—-or abridge it like du- 
elling 2 Does it impose more vigilance than 
suspicion—or half as many mortifications as van- 
uty 2 

Vice has her martyrs, and the most austere and 


self denying Ascetic, who makes the genius of 


Christianity, almost as much as her enemies, nev- 
er tormented himself with such cruel and causeless 
severity as the anhappy votaries of envy experi- 
ence from its afflicting laceratigns. Worldly 
honour obliges us to be at the trouble of resenting 
injuries ; but religion spares us that inconvenience 
by commanding us to forgive them—and by this 
injunction consults our happiness no less than 
our virtue; for the torment of hating one, must be 
as least equal to the sin of it. If this estimate be 
fairly made, then is the balance clearly on the 
side of religion, even in the article of pleasure. 








An Extract.—Scripture Sublimity.—Obituary. $! 


4 Good Bishop.—A merchant in the state ot 
New-York, in a recent letter to a Board of Mis- 
sions, says: “ 'T'bis day I send you, as above, $100, 
and to the New-York Seamen’s Society $50, to 
the Domestic Missionary Society of New-York 
$50, and to the Theological Seminary at Priace- 
ton $50 ;—and, if my business prospers, I shall 
have $1000 more to spare this year.——-[ am help- 
ing some of our weak churches $10 to 20 a 
year, aud promising and endorsing for them to 
larger amounts. Suppose I appoint myself bishop 
of a dozen weak churches and provide ministers 
for them ; will not that be well? I know of one 
Society, who want a man full of the Spirit of 
Christ, who will labour for $300 a year and 
board, horse-keeping, &c, till he can build up the 
Society to greater strength. If you can send me 
such a man, let him come at once ;—I will see 
him paid.” —--- 4 

SCRIPTURE SUBLIMITY. 

A gentleman of learning and taste, observing Da- 
gald Buchannan, (a catechist and schoolmaster, em- 
ployed by the Society for propagating Christian know!- 
edge,) in his parlour, at Kinloch-Rannach, reading these 
lines : 

“ The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples—the great globe itself, 
Yea, all which it inhabit, shall dissolve, 

And, like the baseless fabric of a vision, 
Leave not a wreck behind.” 


Asked, Did you ever read such sublime lines before 
He replied, * Yes Liave a book at home in which is a 
pied, : , 
more sublime passage. The words are, “I sawa great 
white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaveus fled away, and there was found no 
place for them.’ The gentleman replied, “ Why Sir. 
that’s in the Bible. I must confess it is very sublime, 
though till now I attended not to its beauty.” 


- Obituary. 
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Diep, in this city, on the 6th inst. Juliet Elizabeth, ag: 
ed 3 vears, daughter of Capt. N. Clarke. 

At Oyster River, on the 20th uft. Mrs. Hetty Clarke, 
aged 53. 

In Danbury, on the 26th alt. Mr. Eli Hoyt, aged 43 ; 
Mr. Stephen Ambler, 67. 

In Stratford, Mrs. Ellen Judson, aged 57, wife of Mr, 
Aaron Judson. 

At Windham, Mrs. Serviah Webb, aged 82; on the 
24th of May, Miss Julia Fitch, aged 30. 

In Watertown, on the 2nd inst. Miss Ilannah Richards, 
aged 20, daughter of Joel P. Richards. 

In Bethlem, on the Ist. ult. Mrs. 
64, wife of David Bellamy, Esq. 

In Woodbury, Mr. Jonathan Sherwood, aged 87; Mr 
Blisha Atwood, Sen. aged 74. 

At Granby, Mr. Nathan Gillet, 82.—At Canaan, Mrs 
Mary Ingraham, 27, formerly of Lyme.—At Barkhamsted, 
Mes. Olive Slade, 68; Mr. John Wildmav,73; Mr. Pau! 
Koberts, 84.—At Windsor, Miss Esther Hayden, 45.— 
At Glastenbury, Capt. Henry H. Wells, 49.—At Bolton, 
suddenly, John Ruggles, sy. 49. 

At Chatham, Mr. John Whiie, 45 —At Durham, Mr. 
Charles Hull, 67.—At Savbrook, Mrs. Phebe Havens, 
61.—At Norwich, Mrs. Lydia Hast, 81.—Art Griswold, 
Lot Kinne, Esq. 60.—At Norwalk, Mrs. Hannah Bald- 
win, 72.—At Lebanon, Mr. Elijah Champlin. 

At Havanaa, Dr. William H. Bradley, oaly son of De, 
William Bradley, formerly of Harttord. 

4: Turin, N. ¥. Mrs. Mary Kenter, 31, wife of M, 
John P. Kenter, formerly of Middletown. 

At Albany, Mr. Henry L. Lord, 23, of Narwich, Conn 

At New-York, Col. Justus Barnum, 72, formerly ot 
Danbury. 

At Utica, N. Y. Mr. Isanc Shepard, 25, of New-Lon- 
don. 

At New-Marlborough, Mass. Mr. Stedman Wadsworth, 
formerly of Norwich, Coun. 

At Mantua, Qhie, Deae. Daniel Ladd, 78, formerly of 
this state 





Bellamy, aged 
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POETRY. 








A FRAGMENT FOUND IN A SKELETON CASE. 


Behold this ruin! "Pwas a scull 
Once of ethereal spirit full! 
This narrow cell was Life's retreat: 
This space was Thought’s mysterious seat ! 
What beauteous pictures fill’d this spot, 
What dreams of pleasure, long forgot! 
Nor Love, nor Joy, nor Hope, nor Fear, 
Has left one trace of record here! 


Beneath this mould’ring canopy 
Once shone the bright and busy eye— 
But start not at the dismal void !— 
If social love that eye employ'd, 
If with no lawless fire it gleam’d, 
But through the dew of kindness beam'd, 
That eye shall be forever bright, 
When stars and suns have lost their light! 


Here, in this silent cavern, hung 
The ready, swift, and tuneful tongue : 
If Falsehood's honey it disdain’d, 
And where it could not praise, was chain’d ; 
If bold in Virtue’s cause it spoke, 
Yet gentle Concord never broke ; 
That tuneful tongue shall plead for thee, 
When death unveils eternity ! 


Sav, did these fingers delve the mine, 
Or with its envied rubies shine ? 
To hew the rock or wear the gem, 
€an nothing now avail to them: 
But if the page of Truth they sought, 
Or comfort to the mourner brought, 
These hands a richer meed shall claim 
Than all that waits on wealth or fame ! 


Avails it whether bare or shod 
These teetthe path of duty trod ? 
If from the bower’s of Joy they fled 
To soothe Affiction’s humble bed ; 
If Grandeur's guilty bribe they spurn’d, 
And home to Virtue’s lap return’d ; 
These feet with angel's wings shall vie, 
And tread the palace of the sky! 








SUCCESSFUL REPROOF. 

After his conversion, Dr. ‘Taft, was one day in conver- 
sation with a young man of a respectable family with 
whom he was connected, and had occasion to reprove 
him for some iuproper expression of which he had made 
use. The reproof went to his heart; and thoughtless as 
he had been, so deeply did he feel it, that, passing in an 
instant from gay to grave, he begged the Dr. to pray with 
him. The transition was so sudden and so unexpected, 
that at first, he thought him in jest, and hesitated to com- 
ply. In the end, the young man was convinced of sin, 
and was brought to God. Some religious book lent him, 
falling under his father’s eye, provoked so much of his 
displeasure, that, Knowing from whence it came, he 
wrote Dr. Taft a very rude letter on the occasion. But 
this did not prevent the spread of conviction from heart 
tv heart; the young man’s sister became convinced of sin: 
thea one of the servants was awakened. The father now 
lost all patience and self-command, and at once, to ex- 
tinguish the flame, he took the resolution of banishing his 
son from his house, who was received with open arms by 
the Doctor ; and not only so, but he engaged to give him 
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God hath the hearts of all men in his hands; He touch 
ed that of the father, that he yielded to the gracious im- 
pression ; he took his son agaiv to his house, assisted him 
in his studies preparatory to entering the Church and of 
that Church he is now a valuable member and Minister 


[ Life of Dr. Tarr. 


THE OLD MAN 


Who said his prayers for 70 vears, and yet all that time 
never prayed at all. 





This poor old man was taught by his mother, when a 
child, to repeat a prayer every night; this he did, from 3 
years of age till he was 73 years old, and nota little proud 
wage to say that he had not missed saying his pravers 
every night for 70 yvears!! When he was 73 years old, it 
pleased God to afflict him severely ; he was led by the 
Holy Spirit to see that he was a poor sinner, who had 
been living in the form of godliness, but had never felt its 
power. He found that, like the Pharisee of old, he had 
often said, “ God I thank thee that I am not as other 
men ;”’ but now he felt himself as the worst of sinners, and 
was led to cry out, “God be merciful to me a sinner,” 
with an humble and broken heart. It pleased God that 
he should in a measure recover, to spend the few last 
vears of his life in humble dependence on the grace of 
Christ; and when he referred to himself, he would often 
add, “Tam the old man who said his prayers for 70 years, 
and yet all that time never prayed at all.” 


THE FIRST OATH. 





“ My lads,” said a captain, when reading his orders 
to the crew, on the quarter deck, to take the command 
of the ship, “ there is one law I am determined to make, 
and I shall insist upon its being kept ; indeed, it is a fa- 
vour which T ask of you, and which, as a British officer, 
[ expect will be granted bya crew of British seamen.— 
What say you my lads, are you willing to grant your new 
captain one favour? ‘ Aye, aye, sir,” cried all the hands. 
“ Let's know what it is, sir.’—“ Why, my lads,” said the 
captain, “ it is this—that you must allow me to swear the 
first oath in this ship. No man on board must swear an 
oath before Ido: I am determined to have the privilege 
of swearing the first oath on board. What say you my 
lads will vou grant me this favour ? Remember, you wiil 
come aft to ask favours of me soon: come, what do you 
say, am I to have the privilege 2?” The men stared, and 
stood for a moment quite at a loss what to say. “ They 
were taken,” says one, “all aback.” —* They were 
brought up,” says another, “ all standing.” The captain 
reiterated, “ Now, my fine fellows, what do you say; am 
Ito have the privilege from this time, of swearing the 
first oath on board? The appeal seemed so reasonable, 
and the manner of the captain so kind and prepossessing, 
that a general burst from the ship’s company announced, 
*“ Aye, aye, sir,” with their accustomed three cheers.— 
The effect was good ;—swearing was wholly abolished i 
the ship.—.Mariner’s Mag. 





The Legislature of Illinois has passed a a law laying 
a fine of 25 dollars on every person who shall bring into 
that State a pack of playing cards, or any dice or billiard 
balls or buy or use them—and 100 dollars on every ta 

ern keeper, &c. who shall permit them to be used ia thes 


houses. 
A CARD. 





The Managers of the Female Missionary Association 
of New-Haven, gratefully acknowledge another donation 
of clothing from the members of Yale-College valued 
at R60. s 








5O/. per aonum. till he should be better provided for. 
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New-Haven, June 3d. 
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